ARE GERMAN WINES
THE WINNERS OF GLOBAL
WARMING?

::;:J;:L'fﬂ: E FEE 5o far i 2022, Gevwany is expericnciang the hottest and, above all, driest surmmer
g AR simce weather recovds began. Weeks without ey rain, forest fives, historically low

river lewels and shallow-rooted plants withered - all the result of 40 days af over
30'C. Uinder these conditions, it seewrs a Tittle mpwical o cll Germteny @ possible
‘winner of global warmeing', But climate t5 @ long-tern matier, and nany people
= German winggrowers meluded - guickly forget that only a year age, i sarly
summer 2021, they had complained abouet fiengal pressire it the vinepards cnesed
Ty igh rainfall and humiding.

HEAT AMD DROUGCHT ARE CAGIING TROUNLT FOR SHLLL SOUTH-FACING ¥ INEFARDS i THE MOSEL YALLEY
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AARVERTIMNEG CoARDDMMAY CRAREL AF HAKD IH RHCIMMESSER, THIS (5 OHRE OF THE MOST SROMILIHG FRRIETIES

o what has made German sitiowliore special over the Bxer 20 yearss Has thore
been a transrmarion fromaoal w deal condithns Ior wineprowing? How have
prefesenced for prape varletles changed? Five German wineries and their wines offer

sime answery Do these guestions,

THE STORY 50 FAR

Wineprowing has been practised in Germany for at k2ast 2,000 years. Fora loag
tirne sitwared om che nocthern border of winegrowing: the climatic situation shaped
both the cheice of coltivation areas and legal regslatsons. Viticwltere in Germany bas
always involved a scruggle to achleve ripeness, which s why the most lamoee siees
are steep and south-fachng, to alwork a0 much condighe 2nd warmih 15 pessible. This
is alno why the German Pridikacswein system of the 297 contury was solely based
on the sngar coenrent of the grapes. The riper, Le. the higher the sugarconsent of the
mnst, the betterthe CRE! !iq,- of the wins

Ferhaps it b4 no colwedence thar bs aneres of glebalwarming, che new Germsan wine
Law has taben a muee in iz philosophy - moving away from the dictaces of grape
ripemiess znd resards the Borgundian pyramid of terroir qualities with reglonal
village and single vineyard wines,
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CERMANY'S WINE INDUSTRY

Germany has 13 wine regions, mainky in the south-west of the LOUNCEY, among whicl

oo ha
it hid seen s drea dncrease by & .49 o

Rheinhessen and the Palariniate have the largest vinevard ac renge. With 1o

undervlae, the country ranks 14 worldwide

the s 30 veare, The mest w dely fron rape varicties are Biosling {srable acres 2y

Pinet Nair (s gnificanty nereRelmg] and Midler- Thurgan (signifieantly decreazing),
Twor thirds of the grape varieties temain white, whils the red wine boor of the zooes
has weakenad a litle In cocent years The bipgest winners over the lost twa decadss
are Pirio Blahe and Pinor Gris, body of wiiich have doblad their area nder wipe

Whariant yet strongly reflacted in thiz eaHstics are expertments weitls ‘southseret grape
varienes, wiich sre primaslly evidesie among red grapes. Thanks 1o global warming,
Merlor fas nome sea tistically reached zeth pos e (0 ha countrywidel, and Caber
mer-Eruvigno 22nd F.-h.t-|l-s-|-'-_!-:pl|-u-mu,n_'|:.-r'|11.1nmiIn-rhn:p_n.u.-:-nl-|1n:=u_' hawe gasn
Erape varietles such as Nero ditvoly and Tannat ba pubinto the ground. German
Syrah, toa, has eniered the winegrowing warld with some semarkabis exantples,

Anather trend is that of newly propagated fingus-resistant geape varietics thhieids)

Which are slee gaining congiderable shac o,

LHT oM DICHTHSTRGR I8 FALATIHATE FROQABLY Tiif HoaT FACSTRCHIUS SITE FON DAY RIEL LINT IH ALL DF CERmAmMY
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By canirase, grape varietles such as Miller Thisrgan,
Rernet and Bacchus, which made Germany the
warld record -holder in terms of yield per hectare,
frcrver il losr gl The warbetics weene nog anly
atoeiows mass producers, they were alio marked
by thin shins and early rpening. As the metmry
sre fand customers become more demanding),
e of these characteristics are parzicularly

advangesos

FEELING THE HEAT

When referrig to the-effects of gl pal warming
an Cerman wiricnltare, it (s helpful o frst look
st the corvesponding data - in this case neing
the example of the Franconian wine nmet polis
of Wiirzburg.

The diagram o Sparly ghows That you can actaally
distingaish berween W p: ieels 1m the develop

ment of temperatares. Frem e Second Workd
War waril abowt 1987, there was nd inceoase o
stnual mean remperatures at all, Only by the
end of the 1gkos did & noticeable rise hagin

Sinee then, Irhas beeome almost 20 warmer an
averape per yoar, [t Emetimes seema that peopls
often don't realise that these 2°C are not [imited
re & ene-time event. In fact tand in simple
erms), i means 2°0 more eveTy day and every
ntght, which is 2 dramutic amaodnt, Moreaver,
the elsing temperatures 2pply 1o every sIngae
manth of the year, July and August, when the
grapes rhpen, show 3 particalasdy strong increase
Does this alsa mean that it hag become drier
Germany? Cursently
the numbers. Only Apriland fune show signifi

g does 'not rally wp wich

&, In midsnmmier, on the echer hand,
there 15 justas much rainfall a5 thiere was in the
risas, However, weather periads in pensral, and

thug alse dryspells, are becoming [onger and

HTpar

Akave a1l sne thing has changed and 1L 18

conmected with the rise in temperaliunts: highet
air pemperatures mean higher dheorption caps
clry nf molsture, Omly when the air is sanurared

wlth water does rainfall stare, e summies MOTE
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and mare frequently ag heavy rain, The soil cannot absorh these foods quicky and
the water is dissipated and ultimarely hardly bensfits the plants. So although the
amoomnt of precipitation has remained virmally unchanged, the effects of 2 thin
dersrorm versans soeady rain are highly differen.

THE IMPACT ON VITICULTURE

ftet the Tear wine yoars of the i36os and 19708, ripeness (with the exception of 2ma,
the only ‘cold' year of the dist contmyh is zarely o problem {or German winegrowing
sryreore. This does ot anly apply to s mices-climatically Beeered locations, bt o
pracrically the enrire eountey. It b no wodsder thae many regional winsgrowing asee
clumions see Germany as a witner of global warming,

Apart (vom clirmate, sther fetors have coneribated to the enormaus quality upswing
i Gepinan winegrowing over the last two decades,

One is the Gelsenhesm Ustiversity of Appéed Sciences in the Bheingan, a tralning inard-
rution where almost all young winemakers from ambitious wineries meer. Thic has
cnsured that the laest scieneific Andings i vireeeliue and aenalogy, boosted by inter-
national excbanges, have found their way Into Germanys topwine estates. The choice
of high-qualicy grape variecies fespecially Rigsling and Finat Noir), yield reduction,
harvesring of healory frub, wild fermens, 2geing intraditional wooden barrels and a
more handz-off dpproach w winemaldng - these are all aspects of the new generation’s
tonlbax,

Additionally, an increasing propertion of wine enthislasts are prepared w pay more for
high-quality producms - and thar is no mean revolution in nomorsousty sty Gertmany.
Allin all, it is fair fo sap that these have never been as many poad winss in Gacmany as
there are at the moment,
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Mohr/Bheingan

To the west of Frankfort Les the Rhetngau, peraps
Germany’s most Tmportant wine regeon historcally
- alchoogh in verms of acreage ic only ranks Bzh
Hope, Ripsting is the nerowned king with 78% of
area under vine, Fofllowed by e Bamous Splcbar-
|:||||d.|:r - akan Panot neir — feom Assmannabawsen,
These twe prape vareties ke i the mapority al
the Mahr winery's sen bectares, Located in the far
west beyond the Ehine bend, lochen Meher and
his wike Saynus have been lurming thelr certi-
fi=d vimeyaeds orpanically fur almest 3 decads,
U alopes ke the Assmannchauser Hillenberg
in partieuiar, with 3 gradient of up to 7oH, this
approach implics a lo of mamsal work. The yiekis
are oot il whet wines Up toso yeaed old - e Mobr
winery iz an ancomprarmising qualiny o,

In the municipat aceas of Lorch and Assmann
shaiisen vines grow on varions stane formations
interspersed with quarceite veine, Not a single
square meerre 1@ flan here, The Mebers produce 2
Grofes Gewiachs Rizsling from each of the Lorch
vinevards Krone, Schiossherg and Bodental-Stein
berg. Whilethe Hillenberp is rradicionally reserved
for Pimor Molr, there L also an arange wine mace
from Pinot Blane In addition to a high-quality
sparkler

JOGHEW REHER CFF WEIRCUT MOR (0 OHE OF 813 STEEP RATIMCAU VINEYANDE




